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The Evolution & Revolution of Tax Services — From abacus to eTAX
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The old Windsor House in the 50's
(Photo by courtesy of Hongkong Land)
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As abacuses were issued by the
Department for staff to calculate
tax, the office was always filled
with an incessant 'tick tock’
sound in the early days.
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The Inland Revenue Department was established on 1 April 1947, located
at the now demolished Windsor House in Des Voeux Road Central. Its
scale then was much smaller than it is now, with a total establishment of
less than 100 including temporary staff, and even in the mid 50’s it had
only increased to some 200 staff.
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The IRD celebrated its inauguration on 16
May 1947

{Photo by courtesy of the Hong Kong
Museum of History)
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In the early years, abacus was the only tool
available for IRD staff to calculate tax. Hence it
can be said that the tax services in Hong Kong
started with abacus.




SINCe

% BRI SEEER
Eete T ammE rRES,

The Evolution & Revolution of Tax Services — From abacus to eTAX

«\;;.W the Law, ;

53""bﬁvmhme3“'

SOSEHCIREE M a0 5 ST i PR | ch ey BTV 45 » 1L
FIRESE TGRSR -

The adding machines purchased in the late
50's were similar to this model. They were
mainly operated by hand and could perform
addition and subtraction.
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In the late 50's, the Department started to purchase a few primitive adding
machines for use by staff on a sharing basis to enhance efficiency. However, as the
functionalities of these machines were only limited to addition and subtraction and
they were not very convenient to use, they had not replaced the abacus.
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Apart from collecting taxes under the Inland Revenue ationten fox Lokt sl SUdeetion ta dase
Ordinance, the Department also gradually took over the P s
collection of some other taxes and duties from the Treasury in s T -
the mid 50's. Among them, Dance Hall Tax and Entertainment SR S
Tax were abolished in 1970 and 1993 respectively. They are, 'ﬁ.
therefore, less known to the younger generations. For the Rl o

purposes of collecting the 2 types of tax, it was necessary for
the Department to send out Tax Inspectors to check on
premises such as cinemas and dance halls from time to time.
Staff would usually act discreetly when entering and exiting —BTERE -

dance halls lest it might cause misunderstanding if they ran The first work report submitted by the
into friends or relatives. responsible officer after IRD had taken

over the collection of Betting Duty, Dance
Hall Tax and Entertainment Tax.
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