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In the early days of IRD, all tax records were kept in
paper format and stored in files. In the 60’'s,
indexes were created to help staff search for
B T T T m———— relevant files anld information, and an index centre
The index cards in the drawers were stored in alphabetical order called “Reservoir” was set up. In the centre, there
by the names of companies and individuals to facilitate searching were many small drawers fU"y loaded with index
cards in different colours for storage of file indexes
and information on Salaries Tax, Profits Tax and
Personal Assessment. The “Reservoir” was in fact
IRD’s first “database”.

This database expanded continuously in the 60’s and 70's as the number of files grew. But following the
commencement of computerisation of the Department in the 80's, the “Reservoir” was downsized
continuously. The chests of drawers for keeping the index cards finally retired completely upon full
computerisation in the Department.
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At the time, Property Tax was assessed based on the rateable value
of the property instead of the actual rental income received by the
owner. Demand notes for tax were also issued by the Treasury on
behalf of the IRD based on the Rates Roll supplied by the Rating
19606 A MM MR E and Valuation Department. Thus there were no index cards for
Property Tax demand note issued in June 1960 Property Tax in the “Reservoir” in those days.
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